Hyperosmolar hyperglycemic nonketotic syndrome. Report of 22 cases and brief review.
In a series of 22 patients with the hyperosmolar hyperglycemic nonketotic syndrome managed during a five-year period in a community hospital setting, 21 patients were known to be diabetic and only six patients were in coma. The overall mortality was 36.3 percent, and seven of the eight deaths were explained by associated nonmetabolic causes. In this study, hyperosmolarity was not related to coma or to final outcome of treatment. Patients were managed with relatively small amounts of fluid, and the type of fluid used did not influence the final outcome.